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MESSIAH MEMOS 
Messiah Fairview Park     May 2020 

MESSIAH MEMOS 
FROM THE PASTORS 

Messiah Members and Friends, 
 

The pandemic is with us and will be for a while. Our buildings have 

been closed since March 22. They will stay that way—certainly 

through May—until our governor lifts limits on the number of people 

who can be in the same space.  
 

Even though buildings are closed our church life goes on. That’s what this newsletter is about. Here 

are some important things to look for as you read— 

 How and when to participate in worship 

 Ways to keep contributing 

 How we’re trying to communicate, and how you can reach us 

 Some ways to keep growing in the Word of God, especially now 

 How all of us can keep caring for each other and serving our community 
 

Here’s the main thing we want you to know and remember: Christ is with us. He always will be. Let 

him hold you in his care and grace through these strange and terrible days. 

--Pastor Burce and Pastor Seth 

IN OUR WORSHIP THIS MONTH— 
 

A service of Word and Prayer happens every 

Sunday at 8:30 with 10 or fewer people in the 

church. Even so, it’s there for us all. Here’s 

how— 

 

 You can watch on your internet-connected 

computer, tablet, or phone. Go to our 

webpage (messiahfairview.org), select the 

“Church” portal, then look at the top of the 

homepage for “Watch Services Online.” 

 You can watch live at 8:30 as the service 

streams. You can also watch later in the day 

or week. Once posted, it’s always available. 

 New this month: you can listen to the ser-

vice over your telephone. That includes 

landlines as well as cell phones. Call 440-

276-4450 and follow the prompts. 

 Special services this month: 1) Thursday, 

May 21: Ascension Day. Livestream begins at 

7 pm. 2) Pentecost Sunday, May 31. One of 

the year’s great festivals. Wear something 

red as you gather at home to watch or     

listen! 

The Rev. Seth Bridger   

HOW WE’RE COMMUNICATING THESE 

DAYS— 
 

Like every other church or business right now, 

Messiah is relying chiefly on the internet to pass 

news and keep us connected. 
 

 Watch for the Midweek Memo every Thurs-

day. We email it through Constant Contact. 

It’s our main way of getting information to 

you. If you aren’t receiving it, send your email 

address to Danielle at dtwigg@messishfp.org. 

 A few of us at Messiah don’t have or use com-

puters and rely on Post Office mail for infor-

mation. If you’re one of these, please call the 

church office, 440-331-2405 and leave a mes-

sage for Danielle at ext. 221.   Beginning this 

month, we will send you a weekly copy of the 

Midweek Memo through regular mail.  

 If you need help getting a computer, call one 

of the pastors. Pr. Seth: 513-335-2882; Pr. 

Burce: 216-469-7863. 

 News gets posted almost every day to       

Messiah’s Facebook page (Messiah Lutheran 

Church of Fairview Park). We encourage you 

to check it out. 

tel:440-276-4450
tel:440-276-4450
mailto:dtwigg@messishfp.org


 2 

GROWING IN THE WORD THIS 

MONTH— 
 

Try a Zoom Bible study: 

 Wednesday morning at 10 am 

  Jesus’ parables. (Pr. Burce) 
 

 Wednesday evening at 7 pm 

  “What Luther would say about God and  

  the pandemic” (Pr. Burce) 
 

 Thursday evening at 9 pm 

  “Faith over Fear!” (Pr. Seth) 
 

Contact Pastor Burce (jburce@messiahfp.org) 

or Pastor Seth (sbridger@messiahfp.org) if you 

would like to join in on any of these Zoom  

Bible Studies. 
 

Facebook Users:  

 Check out Messiah Lutheran Church of    

Fairview Park for daily devotions on      

Messiah’s home page. Posted Monday 

through Saturday. 

FAMILY NEWS 

IN MEMORY 
 

Ruth Marquardt 

December 26, 1922 - March 15, 2020 

 

Edith Kundtz 

September 17, 1928 - April 2, 2020 

 

Jean Siebert 

August 22, 1926 - April 12, 2020 

 

Fred Hammer 

October 29, 1928 - April 23, 2020 

HOW TO KEEP CONTRIBUTING— 
 

 First, huge thanks to God for the faith and 

generosity of so many at Messiah. Even in 

these days our offerings are holding steady. 

A special thanks for an outpouring of gifts 

to our Pastors’ Fund to help people with  

emergency needs. 
 

 It’s important that we keep this up as our 

shelter-at-home days continue. 
 

 Three Ways to Give: 

  By mail: Messiah Lutheran Church 

(21485 Lorain Rd, Fairview Park, OH 

44126) 

  Give Online: visit messiahfairview.org 

and click the “Give & Serve” tab. 

  Text to Give: text 855-913-1744. See 

the website for more information. 
 

 Keep watching the Midweek Memo for  

special ways to pitch in with special       

projects. 

HOW TO CARE FOR EACH OTHER— 
 

 Pray every day for the people in your 

church. 
 

 Think of the people you’ve been used to 

seeing and talking to on Sunday. Do you 

have their phone number? Give them a 

call. Send them a text. Let them know 

they’re not forgotten. 
 

 Let the pastors know when someone goes 

to the hospital. They’re not allowed to 

visit, but they can call—and they will. 
 

 We have a small prayer team that prays 

for everyone whose names we receive 

during the Prayer of the Church on Sun-

day. Would you like to join that team? 

Send a note to Kathy Hayduk: 

jkaeah@wowway.com 
 

 Do you know of someone in special 

need? Encourage them to ask for help by 

calling a pastor. All such calls are strictly 

confidential. Assure them of that. 

mailto:jkaeah@wowway.com
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PRINCIPAL  

MEMOS 

I am, more than ever, overwhelmingly thankful for 

our school and church faculty and staff, our students, 

and their parents and families.  Please keep them all in 

your prayers.  Messiah Lutheran School transitioned to 

a distance learning model on March 16, and we 

learned that Governor DeWine’s campus closure  

extends through the end of this school year.  Messiah 

School surveyed families to learn about families’ child 

care arrangements, access to digital  devices and inter-

net service, access to shelter, food, clothing and health 

care, and any known financial impact.  We continue to 

return to that survey as the closure extends.  Messiah’s 

faculty has worked countless hours to convert their 

instructional design to lessons deliverable in a distance 

learning model.  Faculty created packets of take home 

materials to support distance learning, in  combination 

with online classes, meetings, and activities.  

 

Messiah assigned and deployed our entire fleet of 

managed chromebook devices, and we were thankful 

to borrow some devices from Fairview Park as well. A 

generous donor has stepped forward to provide      

additional devices for Messiah students to assist them 

in the duration of distance learning and as tools for on 

campus learning when we return.  

 

Messiah’s counselor has been active in providing     

support through video conferencing and phone calls. 

Our counselor has also been providing supports 

to teachers as they work to balance mental health, 

emotional wellbeing, and academic progress. 

 

As urgent needs have arisen, Messiah School and 

Church have been able to provide necessary supports 

for families, working with law enforcement and social 

services agencies, providing housing, food, etc.  We 

have striven to keep our community connected and 

cared for through class meetings, nightly story times, 

and weekly chapel services.  Story time and chapel are 

both offered on Facebook live at Messiah School of 

Fairview Park.  
 

We continue to plan for an adapted end of year cel-

ebration and graduation, marking these milestones 

for our kids in meaningful and memorable ways.  

Messiah School has always led our community in provid-

ing care and fertile soil for growth in mind, body, and 

spirit. Our attention to our student’s spiritual, mental, and 

emotional well-being sets us apart and adds value to our 

families’ school experience.  I intend for our school to be 

a local leader in social emotional learning.   

 

We are intending to study enrollment and community 

outreach strategies that may serve students, families, and 

our school well during this pandemic. Janice Snyder and I 

are scheduled to attend 2 workshops in the coming 

week. We are hopeful that PreKindergarten classes will 

continue to fill, and that those classes will lead to growth 

in elementary classes. We believe that the addition of in-

structional space for preschool would facilitate that 

growth.  

 

Each day, I am more certain that the work you enable us 

to do, the work of preparing Jesus’ servant leaders and 

light-bearers and peacemakers, is essential to the wellness 

of the world. Thank you for supporting us as we do that 

work. Since Messiah Lutheran School is a primary ministry 

of our church, It is my goal that the leaders of our congre-

gation and council are equipped, as the school staff is 

equipped, to speak about the work happening every day 

here at Messiah Lutheran Church and School.  

 Messiah School is here to help grow world-changing 

people.  

  Ultimately, we’re not here to help kids score well on 

tests, or win ballgames, or have fun, but all of those 

things happen naturally when we set our eyes on 

what’s really important: equipping and empowering 

young people to go into the world and serve in a way 

that makes the love of Jesus known to all.  

 Messiah students are well-equipped with knowledge 

and skills.  

 Our students learn in small class sizes and make great 

gains in a variety of content areas. Our test scores are 

some of the highest in the state, even though we, as a 

school, do relatively little test-focused drill prepara-

tion.  Good scores grow out of great learning experi-

ences, in our classrooms, on field trips and in unique, 

authentic learning  opportunities like our school gar-

den.  We are investing  further in our students’ total 

well-being, including their mental health, and their 

social-emotional skills.  

 Messiah students are empowered by faith.  

 Messiah students worship together on Wednesday 

mornings, and each child is taught by Christian teach-

ers who model and provide guidance for faithful     

living.  Students participate in daily classroom devo-

tions, prayer, and religion instruction. Real giving and 

service opportunities are provided throughout the 

year. We also invest in relationships, striving to build 

in students the capacity to see others in their class-

rooms and community as bearers of Christ’s image. 

https://www.facebook.com/MessiahSchoolFP/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARBijEhgq3NxZZpgADCN8bQMoQDfCcMaUCp2CzHFUSpCuzCp061v4KYOCzSJtsA9NIqOyB7nWwr6C1wE&hc_ref=ARS88XsV4QM47MGROl78n2JLQ1clNvQtqNl92QDXrzzHk-jAI6SsX1clPF5GgzhLvRs&fref=nf&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARD_H-_UN_Az4zl3sm3
https://www.facebook.com/MessiahSchoolFP/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARBijEhgq3NxZZpgADCN8bQMoQDfCcMaUCp2CzHFUSpCuzCp061v4KYOCzSJtsA9NIqOyB7nWwr6C1wE&hc_ref=ARS88XsV4QM47MGROl78n2JLQ1clNvQtqNl92QDXrzzHk-jAI6SsX1clPF5GgzhLvRs&fref=nf&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARD_H-_UN_Az4zl3sm3
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MESSIAH IN MISSION 
 

The Messiah community and members contin-

ue to actively engage in service and meeting 

needs of people.  This is a great time to BE 

the Church!  Here are some of the ways Mes-

siah continues to serve:  

 On March 22, 5 people served at the Re-

deemer Crisis Center. The team of 5 assist-

ed in unloading 12,000 pounds of food 

delivered from the Food Bank for distribu-

tion through the Redeemer Crisis Center's 

food distribution ministry.    

 Messiah community members have been 

serving as "personal shoppers" for multiple 

senior residents of Willowood Manor in 

Fairview Park.   

 Non perishable food continues to be     

received and distributed to those in 

need.  Many thanks to those who have 

dropped off food items. 

 Contributions to the Pastor's Fund contin-

ue to be utilized and used in multiple life-

giving and supportive ways!   

 A variety of Messiah members are sewing 

fabric masks, well over 100 personal masks 

have been sewn and stitched! 

 Jeremy and Maggie Sugrue have been pro-

ducing PPE via their at home 3D printer. 

Face shields and mask connectors have 

been distributed 

 Health & Beauty Kits are being distributed 

in the community, particularly through 

our friendship with Leo's Laundromat in 

Fairview.   

MESSIAH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 

With you, we’re thanking God for help arriving 

in the form of stimulus payments, so badly 

needed by hard-hit families across the country, 

and by many in our own Messiah community 

too. Then there are those who are looking for 

ways to share it with others who need it more. 

If you’re among this group, consider a gift to 

Messiah School’s Scholarship Fund. We’ve     

supported this fund in recent years with two 

spring events, the 5-K run in early May and the 

golf-outing in early June. The 5K was run as a 

free virtual race this year. The second will be a 

noticeably diminished version of what it was last 

year. Meanwhile the need for tuition assistance 

is certain to grow. Our school is a gem, a gift of 

God to the children and families it serves. Your 

help in keeping that gift available will be money 

well shared, and so very much appreciated. 

 

THE MESSIAH MASK PROJECT 
 

When school reopens at Messiah our children, 

their families, and our teachers and staff will 

need masks. Since cloth masks need to be 

washed after a day, we’ll all need more than 

one; possibly three to five per person. 
 

We have members who love to sew. Would 

you love to be a part of the ministry to help 

meet the need right here? Look for details in 

our online Midweek Memo or at our church 

and school websites as the ministry details get 

finalized.  Email church@messiahfp.org to let 

us know you would be interested. 

CONFIRMATION UPDATES 
  

This time of necessary disruption has certainly 

disrupted our Confirmation program!  Two   

important updates! 
  

Confirmation Sunday is being moved from the 

3rd Sunday in May.  It simply is not possible to 

celebrate the "affirmation of Baptisms" via online 

livestreaming in a way and manner which is   

fitting of the celebration. The new date for 8th 

grade students who have completed their     

Catechism instruction will now "Affirm their 

Baptisms" on Reformation Sunday (Sunday,   

October 25) at the 11 am worship service!    
  

All Confirmation Students are invited to contin-

ue submitting "Worship Notes". Several students 

have already been doing so after viewing 

Livestream worship services. Word documents 

of the "Worship Notes" will be made available 

to all students who send an email to Pastor Seth 

(sbridger@messiahfp.org).  
  

Pastor Seth is planning to offer 

several Confirmation Classes 

via Zoom beginning this June 

(after the academic school year 

is completed).  

mailto:sbridger@messiahfp.org
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 MESSIAH LUTHERAN WORSHIP RADIO  

Connecting the Disconnected 
 

When the world sheltered-in-place, connection 

to one another simply redirected for many to 

the computers in their pockets thanks to the   

internet. For some weeks now I have not 

stopped thinking about those without such   

technology and the seemingly instant feeling of 

disconnect that must have been felt, especially 

with their own church family. With this message 

I am hopeful that we can reach these individuals; 

I am hopeful that we can connect with you.  
 

Beginning Sunday, May 3 and continuing week-

ly, you will be able to listen to church worship at 

any time by calling 440-276-4450 (updated at 

10:30 am). You will be greeted with a menu of 

options that are activated by pressing the     

number on your keypad at any time during the 

menu. Pressing “1” plays the whole service; “2” 

begins at the readings; “3” plays the sermon; “4” 

plays the prayers; and “5” plays last week’s    

sermon. 
 

So, if you or someone you know doesn’t use a 

computer or have access to the internet at home, 

you are invited to call 440-276-4450 to listen to 

worship anywhere and at any time at no cost. If 

you’re reading this, give it a try! We are excited 

to connect with you in this new way! 

 
MUSIC MAKING IN APRIL AND MAY 

 

As we all find new ways to go about our daily 

lives, Messiah's music program continues in both 

traditional live and in new digital ways. Many 

thanks to the many cantors who have helped 

lead our livestream services: Dale Mortensen, 

Don Braun, Jim Edwards, Anthony Reed, Brad 

Paton, Lisa Daley, Bethany Kresnye, Martha  

Ressler, Ruth King, and Trudy Gustke, as well as 

Adonai Hendersen on trumpet. Instrumentalists 

Signe Mortensen (violin), Bethany Hendersen 

(flute), and Ruth Lange (flute) have prerecorded 

their special music to be used for services also. 

Any other instrumentalists interested in doing a 

recording session to be used for services, please 

contact Connie at ctriplett@messiahfp.org. 

  

Messiah Choir continues social hour/sing-along 

sessions at their normal Thursday 7:00pm       

rehearsal time. Anyone that wants to join Messi-

ah choir's virtual sessions, please send an e-mail 

to ctriplett@messiahfp.org.  Messiah Choir  

members have also recorded their voices at 

home to be mixed together by Music Director,  

Connie Triplett. May your singing and music 

making resound through your own houses, just 

as it used to through the gorgeous Messiah     

sanctuary, and may it bring peace and strength! 

 

~Connie Triplett, Director of Music 

COLLEGE LOANS FOR THE 

2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

PIERSTORF MEMORIAL LOAN FUND—

provides interest-free loans to Lutheran students 

who are or will be enrolled full time in a four-

year undergraduate program at any accredited 

college or university. This year, the maximum 

interest-free loan is $3,000 for the school 

year.  We do not ask for family income infor-

mation, and strive to provide loans for any    

Lutheran college student.  First time borrowers 

can be new or returning college students.  For 

information, visit www.Pierstorf.org and  

complete the 2020—2021 application. The 

deadline for all applications is Tuesday, June 30, 

2020.   
 

Questions? Email Pierstorf@messiahfp.org  

FLOCKNOTE 

A New Communication Tool for Messiah 

through Text Message or Email 
 

Look for a new way to connect with Messiah 

coming soon from FlockNote, a text messaging/

email based service. No action will be necessary 

if you’re already connected with Messiah via 

the midweek memos (or if we have your info on 

file).  Please update your contact information 

(email, cellphone number, address, etc) with 

Messiah, by emailing Danielle Twigg at 

dtwigg@messiahfp.org.  

mailto:ctriplett@messiahfp.org
mailto:ctriplett@messiahfp.org
http://www.pierstorf.org/
mailto:Pierstorf@messiahfp.org
mailto:dtwigg@messiahfp.org
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PINTS WITH PASTOR VIA ZOOM   
  

"Pints" has taken place via Zoom the last two 

Friday evenings. This has been a pilot test run 

to see if gathering via such a format is mean-

ingful and well-received.  Turns out, it has 

provided connection and edification of the 

soul.   
  

Pints via Zoom will be offered on Friday eve-

nings from 8 - 9:30 pm, and you can "join" or 

"leave" the gathering as needed or necessary. 
  

Invites will be sent out to any one who       

requests the log in code. Email Pastor Seth 

(sbridger@messiahfp.org) and a log in code 

will be sent to you. IF you are already on the 

"Pints with Pastor" list-serve, a code will       

automatically be sent to you ahead of Friday 

evening's gathering.   

VBS AND MUSIC CAMP 
 

Look for an exciting new format for Vacation 

Bible School this summer!  We are very sad 

that we will not be able to gather in the way 

we all look forward to, but we are excited to 

still bring VBS to your home.  Details are being 

finalized, so look for those details in June via 

the midweek memo, our website, and the 

monthly mini memo. 
 

For the sake of everyone's health and safety,  

Music Camp has been cancelled for this     

summer. We plan to pick it up again in the 

summer of 2021, God-willing.   

GOURMET PRAYER 
With Priscilla Hinsch 

 

Behold, Lord, an empty vessel that needs to be filled.    

My Lord, fill it. I am weak in the faith; strengthen me. 

I am cold in love; warm me and make me fervent, that my love may go out to my neighbor. 

I do not have a strong and firm faith; at times I doubt and am unable to trust you altogether. 

O Lord, help me.  Strengthen my faith and trust in you. 

In you I have sealed the treasure of all I have.   

I am poor; you are rich and came to be merciful to the poor.  

I am a sinner; you are upright. 

With me, there is an abundance of sin; in you is the fullness of righteousness. 

Therefore I will remain with you, of whom I can receive, but to whom I may not give. 

(Prayer by Martin Luther, 1483 – 1546) 

A glimpse at how our Sanctuary/recording  

studio currently looks. A tremendous thanks 

to Jared Waugaman for our online streaming, 

phone in worship, and more. 

Messiah’s Easter Cross 

mailto:sbridger@messiahfp.org

